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The 2008 NASALSA-NASABA

Public Interest Fellowship
The Fellowship

The North American South Asian Law Students Association (NASALSA) and the North American South Asian Bar Association (NASABA) Foundation are proud to jointly announce our second annual Public Interest Fellowship.  The fellowship will continue to advance the mutual goals of NASALSA and the NASABA Foundation, including:

· Protecting the interests of the South Asian American community in North America,

· Increasing opportunities for law students to engage in meaningful public interest work, and

· Elevating the status of the South Asian bar in the North American legal community.

We will be awarding fellowships to the law students who best meet our eligibility criteria.  Recipients must be engaged in unpaid summer public interest work in North America that relates to the South Asian American community.  He or she must attend an American Bar Association-approved law school and have already secured a reputable summer internship of at least ten weeks in duration.  He or she must also complete and e-mail the fellowship application by April 1, 2008.

Winners will be selected by a committee involving members of NASALSA and the NASABA Foundation.  To ensure fairness, selection committee members who know particular applicants will be excluded from judging their applications.  Applicants will be chosen based on the nature of the internship in relation to our goals, resume, academic credentials, and personal circumstances.  Selection committee members may also interview some applicants by telephone or other arrangement.  They may also contact an applicants’ employer or references.  The fellowship recipients will receive notice by the last week of April, and will be acknowledged at the NASABA Conference in June.

NASALSA
The North American South Asian Law Student Association (NASALSA) is an organization dedicated to creating a strong network and community among South Asian law students and legal professionals throughout North America.  Established in 1997, NASALSA has been promoting education, leadership and community service among South Asian law students as well as expanding the general legal community’s understanding and appreciation of South Asian political, legal, and social issues.  As an umbrella organization, NASALSA supports groups across the United States and Canada, creating opportunities for South Asian law students and those interested in South Asian and South Asian American issues to come together, build professional and personal networks, and form communities that will last a lifetime.  Find out more at www.nasalsa.org.

NASABA

The North American South Asian Bar Association (NASABA) provides a vital link between South Asian lawyers and the South Asian community across North America. As a bar association, NASABA affords North American South Asian lawyers a recognized forum for professional growth and advancement. By promoting the South Asian bar and focusing on the legal needs of the South Asian community, NASABA is the fastest growing organization of South Asian lawyers in the world. We are convinced that a strong South Asian bar in North America is essential to protecting the rights and liberties of South Asians across this continent. As the South Asian business community in North America continues to prosper, NASABA provides them with a directory of qualified legal professionals that not only have the sophistication to provide creative business solutions, but also understand their motivations and goals.  Find out more at www.na-saba.org.

Application
	1.
	Basic Information
	

	
	Name:
	

	
	Law School:
	

	
	Graduation year:
	

	
	GPA (4.0 scale):
	

	
	Email Address:
	

	
	In-School Address:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Permanent Address:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Phone Number(s):
	


2.
Please include your resume, 3-5 references, and your most recent law school transcript.

3.
Essay


Please describe the nature of your summer internship and how it relates to the goals of NASALSA and the NASABA Foundation.  Please also relate experiences that have shaped your life or other information that you think our fellowship committee would find persuasive in its deliberations.  Please do this in less than 5 pages of double-spaced text in 12-point Times New Roman font with one-inch margins.

4.
Submission
Applications must be received by e-mail by April 1, 2008.  

Please send to nasalsa@gmail.com with “Fellowship Application” in the subject line. You may also submit any questions you may have to this address.
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